WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

of command and the greatest possible measure of authority
for the commander; stronger discipline was a slogan of
theirs and they advised the union of all anti-Fascists to
strengthen our resistance. But though they propounded
these theories every day in their papers, they were con-
tradicted by the sad reality that the Communist Party in
practice did exactly the opposite. Its members did every-
thing they could to coerce commanders into bowing to
their wishes. They abused military discipline because it
interfered with their political activities in the trenches,
where they organised frequent meetings for senior officers,
officers, N.C.O.s and privates, often presided over by a
soldier, at which critical opinions were given about the
conduct of the commanding officers, and it was not rare *
that an order from superior officers was critically con-
sidered to decide whether it would be a good thing to
obey it or not. And lastly, they advocated the greatest
cordiality between the anti-Fascist forces, but they kept
the flames of jealousy constantly alight, and never for a
moment ceased to sow discord amongst the syndicalist
organisations and the political parties.

Naturally, the rest of the press saw through their
political game, and there were frequent and unfortunate
newspaper campaigns which led to an inevitable weaken-
ing of our cause, wasting, as they did, valuable energy on
purely political issues.

But it would be ungrateful not to recognise the magni-
ficent work of our Press in the days of the heroic defence of
Madrid, when its protection depended as much on the pen
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